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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the "voice of the people" known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. Weekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and West Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Network (voxpopnetwork.com) for more articles and content. 





What's Up This Fall 


Classes and Programming to Look Forward to 


Introducing ‘Foundry’ 

Historically, a foundry was a location where tools and 
weapons were forged and fashioned. It was a place where 
iron would sharpen iron, which corresponds to the biblical 
concept of community (Prov. 27.17). 

As Mars Hill’s new educational program, Foundry 
fosters community and spiritual refinement through one-day 
(Saturday morning) classes. Participants can take the con- 
tent beyond the classroom setting using an optional study 
guide, provided for further individual study, family devotions, 
and/or Community Group discussion. 

On Saturday, October 6 at the Ballard Campus, 
Foundry convenes for the first time with Emmaus Road, a 
class about Jesus in the Old Testament and our role in God's 
great narrative. 


Fall Classes 

The commencement of Foundry does not mean the end of 
midweek classes. The latest Gospel Class - for newcomers, 
potential Mars Hill members, and the curious - will begin on 
Wednesday, September 26 at the Shoreline Campus, and 
October 10 in Ballard and West Seattle. 

Also at the West Seattle Campus, Pastor Paul Petry and 
his wife, Jonna, will teach the Gospel-Centered Families 
class. This class exists to provide members with biblical, 
practical, gospel-centered instruction to equip them to build 
strong Christian families that will endure as the bedrock of 
the church for generations to come. If you are a parent look- 
ing for biblical instruction and encouragement, we strongly 
recommend this class. The Petrys have been married 26 
years, have seven children ranging in age from 2 to18 years 


old, and have been teaching parents for many years. Families 
that might want to get involved with family ministries are 
encouraged to attend. 

The Ballard Campus will host a class as well, How 
People Change. Before you can help someone change, 
you must be changed by the gospel yourself. This course 
focuses on the way Christ's past, present, and future grace 
intersect with and affect how people live their daily lives. 


Fun for the Whole Family 

In addition to classes, Kids' Kore provides dynamic gospel- 
oriented activities for younger ones (4th grade and below). 
For junior high and high school students, Proxy and Crux 
have already started to meet Wednesday nights at all cam- 
puses. See page 10 for more details on the ministry of Mars 
Hill Youth. 


Though Mars Hill encourages commitment to a specific 
campus, classes are open to everyone and at any campus 
(membership is not required for the Gospel Class and 
Foundry). Register at marshillchurch.org. "4 


Also coming this fall... 

Beginning September 20, the Prayer and Care Team 
will begin meeting on Thursday evenings for supper, 
fellowship, Bible study, and training. This group is 
open to Mars Hill members with a heart to minister 
to hurting people; please email Pastor Paul Petry for 
more details - paul@marshillchurch.org. 


Foundry Presents.. 


Emmaus Road: Jesus in 1 the Old Testament 


“and Bouin oS PON "e I the Prophets, he [Jesus] M gU to 


ae them in all the Scriptures the ROS concerning himselt... "-Luke d 2^4 


E Foundry, Mars Hill's'new education prográm, kicks off this fall with a seminar on the @)fe Testament 
and how. it. points to Jesus. Foundry. classes will take place once a month on Saturday: morning — the : 
; inaugural session takes RES, October 6 at ne SETETE) Gampr (9-1 2: sa. RAG 


^ Please CAU OR ar marshillchurch. órg. 
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Learn about who we are and what we believe. 
Wednesday nights- this fall: 


Shoreline Campus classes begin 9/26 
Ballard Campus classes begin 10/10 
West Seattle Campus classes begin 10/10 


Register at marshillchurch.org 


ONE CHURCH ONE VILLAGE 


AGATHOS FUNDRAISER 


November 2, 200/ 


Ways you can help: volunteer: donations of goods or services 
for silent auction; corporate sponsorship; be a table captain 


For more info, email OCOVa@marshillchurch.org 





Baptisms 


On September 14, Mars Hill will gather on 
the shores of Alki Beach for one big party 
featuring baptisms, music, and a message 
from Pastor Mark. 
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A MONTHLY 
TASTE OF 


TRENDS, 
CULTURE, % 
& EVENTS 


Send your Six Pack suggestions: 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org 


The Puyallup Fair 

The theme song for this regional tradition rivals 
"Christmas in the Northwest" and the Tulalip 
Casino Jingle for Seattle's most annoying musical 
achievement. Prepare to have "Do the Puyallup" 
bouncing around in your head from now until 
September 23 when the festivities wrap up. 


The Arcade Fire 

On September 24, the height of hip will play a 
show at UW's Hec Ed pavilion. They're touring 
on the heels of their sophomore effort, Neon Bible 
(“good...but not as good as The Funeral,” seems 
to be the verdict regarding the band's sophomore 
effort). Not to be missed is opening act LCD 
Soundsystem, one of the most dynamic live acts 
on the scene today. 


Kanye + Pharrell + Lupe Fiasco 

Three of the premier names in hip hop perform 
together on “Us Placers,” a song from Kanye 
West's recent Can't Tell Me Nothing mixtape. The 
burgeoning supergroup goes by CRS (“Child Rebel 
Soldiers”) and would probably win a cool fight (or 
a regular fight) with Arcade Fire — especially if you 
throw in Thom Yorke, who CRS samples on their 
debut track. 


I’m Not There 
This curious film about one of America’s most 
Curious icons debuts this month at the Toronto and 
Venice film festivals (limited U.S. release slated for 
November). Six different actors, including Heath 
Ledger, Richard Gere, Christian Bale, and Cate 
Blanchett, portray “the greatest artist / agitator / 
poet / fighter / genius / radical of our time”: Bob 
Dylan (that’s according to the trailer, at least). 


A Better Best of Seattle 

Seattle blog Citizen Rain combined six “Best of 
Seattle” lists (with two more on the way) to identify | 
the city’s very best restaurant, bars and clubs, 
coffee joints, and shops. The comprehensive list is 
color coded and viewable at a glance in Google 
map form: blogs.king5.com/citizenrain/best_of_ 
seattle.htm 





Kiss your ads goodbye 
São Paulo, Brazil, is the largest city in the southern 
hemisphere with a population of more than 10 
million (the metro area is pushing twenty), and 
now the “first city outside of the communist world 
to put into effect a radical, near-complete ban on 
outdoor advertising.” Adbusters magazine quotes 
mayor Gilberto Kassab: "The Clean City Law came ° 
from a necessity to combat pollution...of water, 
sound, air, and the visual. We decided that we 
should start... with the most conspicuous sector — 
visual pollution." 
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Technology Ministry 
By Pastor Zack Hubert 


Editor's note: Each month, a different Mars Hill leader explains how 
the particular ministry they serve Is working to embody our church's 
mission: Mars Hill Church lives for Jesus as a city within the city: 
knowing culture, loving people, and seeing lives transformed 
to live for Jesus. 


The Mars Hill Technology Ministry exists to bring glory to God 
and magnify the name of Jesus through the development and 
application of innovative technologies. We solve problems 
and extend the reach of the ministry of Mars Hill. 


Living for Jesus 

Technology, like writing, singing, and many other skills, can 
be employed in the service of different masters. Mars Hill 
recognizes that technology must bend its knee in the service 
of Jesus and that all technologists similarly must humble 
themselves fully in His service. As we serve a great a won- 
derful Lord, we desire excellence in everything we do so as 
to magnify His great name through this medium. 


City within the city 

The Lord is doing wonderful things through the many minis- 
tries of Mars Hill. We in Technology believe that we can serve 
the needs of these ministries through the in-house develop- 
ment of custom applications which will network together to 
create a fully integrated virtual city. Think of a social-network 
to end all social networks wherein this agile service-oriented 
infrastructure will leverage cutting edge frameworks to bring 
us all closer together. If you know what this means, then you 
need to volunteer and serve along side us! You can also 
subscribe to our blog (voxpopnetwork.com/codex), to follow 
our development. 


Knowing Culture 

The culture around Mars Hill represents some of the finest 
technologists in the world with the proximity of such giants 
as Microsoft, Amazon.com, and many others. In addition, 
technology is one of the most active culture-changers that 
exists today, as the rise of the social network, YouTube, and 
other media outlets attest. While there is much to reject, the 
redemption of technology as a servant of the Gospel is our 
primary motivation. 


Loving people 

Extending the reach of the Gospel far from the walls of any 
Mars Hill campus is a great expression of our love, and is only 
possible through the innovative use of what technology can 
provide. Further, by building the virtual city which connects 
the many facets of Mars Hill, we love each other through the 
fostering of a richer community. 


Transforming lives 

The greatest gift technology can give is to unobtrusively 
present the Gospel and enable the community of Mars Hill 
to live it out more fully in every facet of our service and com- 
munity with one another. As such, we see technology as a 
revolutionary catalyst in the lives of everyone. w4 


Presently, the Technology Ministry is in need of many more skilled 
developers, networking engineers, system administrators, and help- 
desk professionals. Contact zack@marshillchurch.org for details. 
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- Pastor of Technology, which means that | think 

every day about innovative ways to bring technol- 
~~ ogy into the service of our Lord through the enable- 
ment of Mars Hill ministries. 


-—X Doom — = —_ 


Born | 

-Nevember 9; 1974, in-Bellingham, WA 

ü | 
__Wife’s name. 7 | 

Julie the Amazing, though | think legally it's just 

Julie’ — | 

First set foot in MH 

_ | first came to check it out at the Paradox in the 

U-District because | had heard that it was an edgy 

group of emo-rockers and Calvinists, but it wasn't 

until 2003 that | became a full timer. 

| Became an elder 
—-March-2007 i 


| Scripture | | 
Psalm 73 has ac had a significant role in my 
walk with the Lord | ^ — 
Quotation 
*O how happy the dear fathers would have been 
if they had our opportunity to study the languages 
and come thus prepared to the Holy Scriptures! 
What great toil and effort it cost them to gather up 
— e few-crumbs; while-we with half the labor - yes, 
almost without any labor at all — can acquire the 
—— whole loaf! O how their effort puts our indolence to 
shame!" -Martin Luther 


= 


Last book read 
, Practices of an Agile Developer, by Venkat 
Subramaniam and Andy Hunt 


‘Last movie watched 


Transformers! 


Music 
-Anything that-rocks.: 


Favorite Seattle-area eatery 
Tutta Bella. The pizza is crazy good and it reminds 


_me of Italy 


*eleder (el'der) n. 1. Elected or appointed governing 


officer within a church (synonymous with “pastor’’). 


1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 
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MARS HILL FINANCIAL INFORMATION 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
July 22 $160,000 $151,452 510 4365 
July 29 $160,000 $142,137 500 4287 
August 5 $180,000 $173,341 607 4622 
August 12 $180,000 $195,398 539 5028 























MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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October 


November 


December 


January 


February 


March 


April 


May 


June 





July 





E Monthly Budget 


$650,000 


$520,000 


$650,000 


$600,000 


$600,000 


$600,000 


$800,000 


$640,000 


$640,000 


$800,000 

















Actual Glven 








$400,503 





$860,831 





$992,381 








$585,800 


$653,629 





$669,542 





$824,216 





$751,145 





$702,960 





$712,194 











*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 





What do we believe about our stuff? 
Everything we have comes from God. Our money is a bless- 
ing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to the church 
(to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for our families, 
and enjoying God and the grace that He gives us. 

You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The Bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. Second Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don't give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 


not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 


e In a secure giving box located near the 
campus entrances 


e In an offering basket after the sermon 
(on the Communion table) 


e Online at www.marshillchurch.org 


e Mailing to the Ballard Campus: 
1401 NW Leary Way 
Seattle, WA 98107 


e For information about automated 
and stock donations, contact 
giving@marshillchurch.org 


Questions, comments, or concerns: 
giving@marshillchurch.org 











: Lifeas 


Internet Dream 


Jo De 


Your Name Here 


Internet dating. Ah, something | always thought was incred- 
ibly lame...aaaaand something | swore | would never do. But 
as the saying goes, "Never say never." Trust me; there's a lot 
of wisdom packed in the little maxim. 

Almost two years ago now (it seems like forever), | 
joined an international Christian dating site on a free trial. 
Towards the end of my free trial, God engineered it so that 
Blake from Texas and Jo from England would find each other 
online, and the rest, | suppose, is history. 

But thankfully, Blake and | are not alone in our situa- 
tion of meeting on the internet. We have recently been able 
to spend some time with a couple who met on the same 
website that we did, and the woman is also from England. 
Their names shall remain anonymous. (Hello Brandon and 
Lily! Just thought l'd say hello to you here...no reason for 
it...just random.) 

So Hooray! Blake and | are not the only ones! Indeed, 
the world has become a much smaller place since the 
development of the internet and it is now possible to meet 
a potential mate from almost any country. | realise that the 
majority of Mars Hill people are single, so I'd like to say up 
front that | am not advocating that everyone should get to the 
nearest computer and start searching endless websites for 
“the one,” no not at all. After all, there are some very weird 
and scary people out there who use the internet purely for 
evil, and so this form of dating requires a great deal of com- 
mon sense, discernment, and a constant attention to safety. 

But hey, if the technology is there, then God has proved 
(at least to Blake and me), that He can use it to put the right 
people together for His glory...and probably their ovii em- 
barrassment (or "humility," if you want to be pious about it). 
Yep, even if you don't want Him to. 

My advice to you is, if you don't want to have a ^v» met 
on the internet" story, don't tempt God by signing up on a 
website! This may sound like some very obvious, and iz. ikly, 
basic advice, but you'd be surprised. | like to think the. ! am 
a fairly intelligent person, but | am, of course, no match for 
God and His infinite wisdom. When | joined that dating site, 
| did so with just one aim: to prove to my mother that | would 
never meet my future husband that way. Yes, there is that 
word never and it did come back to bite me! Blake and | met 
on that very same site, got married, and we are now proud 
owners of our own "actually, we met (incoherent mumbling 
inserted here)...oh sorry, | meant to say: on the internet" 
story, which one kind of story | didn't want to have. 

So yes, my plan went well. God, in His great providence 
and, | must say, rather wonderful sense of humour, decided 
that the only way that Blake and | should meet is on the in- 
ternet. Considering my feelings about this, and my complete 
determination to never find anyone online, you cannot pos- 
sibly tell me that God does not have a sense of humour. Oh, 
He most certainly does! And | personally hope that He uses 
it with a few more of you so you can join us in telling those 
stories. Perhaps we could start a Community Group ...we'll 
call it the "yes, we met on the (insert your own choice of 
incoherent mumbling here) Community Group"! w 


Jo Dean's column appears monthly in the Vox Pop. 
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Missions Fest Seattle 


By Shannon Mead 





It seems easy to dismiss the second annual Missions Fest 
Seattle event as relevant only for those brave souls headed 
to the jungle. But the truth is that God called us all to preach 
the good news to the nations. All of us. Not necessarily in 
a way that involves a full panel of immunizations, but we are 
each asked to play a part. 

But how? | know, sometimes the simple task of decid- 
ing where to spend my time or money is daunting enough to 
send me straight for the remote. But researching Missions 
Fest Seattle today gave me a forceful reality check. Or per- 
haps | should call it conviction. There are people out there 
that are tortured and killed because of their faith in Christ. 
My life may have its complexities, but | know nothing of that 
suffering. The arrogance and laziness in my claims to be too 
busy were humbling and clear today. 

Missions Fest Seattle gathers approximately 100 pre- 
sentors to explain how they are contributing to the great 
commission, and what opportunities there are for us to 
help. Additionally, there are almost a hundred seminars 
discussing all aspects of today’s huge mission field. 

As many of the Missions Fest seminars attest, mission- 
ary work is not something limited to foreign continents; all of 
us who follow Christ are called to minister to our neighbors, 
encourage our brothers and sisters, and participate in the 
church body. Practically speaking, there are many ways to 
pursue these aims and serve the kingdom. Missions Fest 
offers more than a few ideas, including the following ses- 
sions: 


Being about your Father’s Business: 
Exploring Business as Mission 
The faith at work movement has activated many people in 


ACT JUSTLY. LOVE MERCY. WALK HUMBLY 


Culturally Relevant and Strategic Outreach through 
Sports & Recreation 

This seminar’s focus will be to examine the cultural and, 
therefore, strategic phenomenon of a sports and recreation 
ministry as a way of reaching out to the lost. Lifestyle 
evangelism and building bridges to the community will be 
reviewed within the context of Sports Ministry. 


Follow-Through: The Black Hole of Short-Term Missions 
Vast resources exist for preparing an effective short-term 
mission, yet little exists for post-ministry follow-through. 
This workshop will expand the boundaries of what follow- 
through can be by: exploring ideas and resources, learning 
to determine the needs for returning short-termers and the 
types of follow-through required. 


Ministry with Cross-Cultural Friendships 

Explore how cross-cultural friendships play a central role 
in the mission of God. We will offer tools for analyzing 
the dynamics of culture and power through Scripture and 
personal stories. We will also suggest steps for further 
exploration and action. Cross-cultural friendships create 
powerful ministry opportunities, enrich lives, and enhance 
our understanding of the Gospel. 


Profile: The Anatomy of a Practical Ministry Around 
a Sudden Event of Crisis 

For certain, at some point in the days ahead, someone you 
know will most likely experience an event of sudden crisis. 
Making use of carefully edited provocative on-scene video 
illustrations from real-life events, this very practical session 
will assist people to better understand the basic natural 
responses of victims and family members to sudden experi- 
ences "o trauma, as well as pls practical principles for 


OCTOBER 12-13 2007 


MISSIONSFESTSEATTLE.ORG I. 


Missions 
Fest 
Seattle 


Ooi ro] of =) di PL FC 

Friday: 4pm-9pm 
Saturday: 9am-9pm 
Overlake Christian Church 


To Volunteer Contact: 


gary.kinsbury@comcast.net 





And that’s just a small selection. Whether you prefer 

business, sports, or bubble tea, God absolutely has a way 
to use you. Spend some time in prayer before you go and 
ask that God will direct your path. 
At the end of Missions Fest, on Saturday evening, there will 
be a gathering for Mars Hill attendees to discuss ways that 
we can work together. Details aren't set yet, so listen for an 
announcement at the event. 

If you are willing to volunteer at the event, your help 
is much needed. Those able to give a few hours should 
Seine Gary DS. at gary. SIE TSS Seb eit net to 





The History and Charm of Alki Beach 
By Tera L. Miller 





Growing up in Bremerton, | took countless ferry boat rides 
to what we referred to as “the Big City” (aka Seattle). | 
would gaze dreamily across the Puget Sound at the sandy 
shores of West Seattle. The long and lively beach of Alki al- 
ways intrigued me; it was downright exotic compared to all 
the barnacle-covered seashores | had grown accustomed 
to living in Washington. 

But it would be many years before my pink-painted toes 
would touch the sand of Alki Beach. After moving to Seattle 
for college, | took my first of many cruises along Alki's 2.5 
mile beachfront drive. The inaugural ride was memorable. 
Windows down, hair blowing in the breeze, and The Fresh 
Prince's "Summertime" blaring on the radio. 

oeveral years later, | am still drawn to Alki. Perhaps 
it's the eclectic crowd, charming eateries, or breathtaking 
views. Or maybe it’s the rich history and significance of the 
area. In any case, | probably wouldn't be sitting here sipping 
my Starbucks latte if it weren’t for the famed Denny Party. 
According to the Alki Community Council, Seattle’s history 
began on November 13, 1851, when some two dozen white 
settlers known as the Denny Party landed on Alki Beach. 
They were warmly greeted by Chief Seattle and his tribe, 
who helped the Denny Party build a cabin to stay warm in 
the fast-approaching cold, wet winter. 








Seattle Parks and Recreation notes that Alki started 
attracting summer crowds in the early 1900's. And to 
entertain the crowds, an elaborate amusement park was 
built in 1907 and donned with the name Luna Park, after 
its Coney Island namesake. The park included several 
heated saltwater pools, a Ferris wheel, a German carousel, 
a roller coaster, a restaurant, and a bathhouse. Sadly, a 
fire destroyed the park in 1931. In its place today sits an 
enormous 2.5 ton anchor that was dredged up by divers. 

In 1952, at the opposite end of the beach, a small 
replica of the original Statue of Liberty was created as a 
symbol of the settlers’ courage. You may be sorely disap- 
pointed if you go searching for the statue today. Due to the 
relentless weather and vandalism over the years, the little 
lady was taken to be restored and her bronzed clone will 
soon be displayed in her place. 

Continuing with Alki's history, while moving onto the 
beach's fabulous eateries, is Spud's Fish & Chips. Founded 
in 1935 and owned by brothers Jack and Frank Alger, it's 
recorded as the city's first fast-food joint. (Personal note: 
| am proud to admit | once dated a “Spud Boy,” who, in 
his youth, worked for Spud's and hand peeled hundreds of 
potatoes per sitting.) 

Another local favorite is the Alki Bakery where you can 
sink your teeth into a warm pastry or decadent dessert. 
However, if you're looking for a little more substance, | rec- 
ommend a fresh slice at Pegasus Pizza. My favorite is "The 
Hercules," which contains meat, meat, and more meat. 
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September 14 
Details on page S 
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Barely a year old in their Alki location, Cactus 
Restaurant will satisfy your taste for the caliente! The new 
digs feature large, roll-up garage doors to take in the sights 
of the locals as well as the glorious sunsets. No worries 
about those cooler days; the indoor fireplace will keep you 
toasty warm (and so will their famed Bananas Dolce). 

Now that you have a few bits of trivia under your belt 
and your belly is sufficiently full, it’s time to hit the beach. 
Whether your idea of fun is spiking over the volleyball net, 
gliding on rollerblades, or sinking into a park bench to 
people-watch, Alki has you covered. The spectacular views 
of the Puget Sound, Olympic Mountains, and downtown 
Seattle skyline might be just as memorable as the views 
on the street. You are sure to run into all types of people, 
animals, and motorized vehicles along the beachfront drive. 
| wouldn't be surprised if | came across a pirate riding a 
scooter towing a Chihuahua in a wagon. Only at Alki! 

Family events that take place at Alki include the 
Seattle Music Fest (a three-day music festival that show- 
cases emerging Northwest artists and featured headliners), 
beach volleyball tournaments hosted by the Alki Volleyball 
Association, and a children's puppet theatre series, to name 
a few. 

So what are you waiting for? Alki is rich with history, 
culture, and cuisine. Oh, and don't forget the barnacle-free 
sand. 1 


Tera Miller has been attending MH since May 2004. 
She is a regular writer for Vox Pop and serves in the 
Children's Ministry. 
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« never let my 
schooling interfere 


with my education." 
— Mark Twain 1835—1910 


By Shelly Ossinger 





My husband high-fived me before we collapsed into bed 
at midnight on June 17th this year-and it wasn't for his 
Father's Day present. An era had ended. Earlier that after- 
noon, our daughter had made the ceremonious walk and 
officially graduated from Shorewood Public High School. 
One child down, five to go. 

As parents, we start thinking about education and 
schooling long before we're shopping for lunchboxes and 
Pee Chee folders. We ask what the parents in the nurs- 
ery and playgroups are doing. We scour magazines like 
Seattle's Child and begin formulating our opinions years 
before Johnny even knows what a chalkboard is. Private? 
Public? Home School? Choice is supposed to be good, 
but it can be a real headache. 

My husband and | have spent more than a baker's 
dozen years in navigating the educational choices in the 
Seattle area. So often the only gem of wisdom we consis- 
tently found was that that we knew nothing, and the kids 
knew less. With six completely different children, it gets 
tricky, attempting to navigate the "right" education for each. 
There is no right or perfect choice, only the perfect ques- 


tion: What's best for our child and our family? Thankfully, .. 


the Bible gives us answers. “If any of you lacks wisdom, let 
him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 
and it will be given him" (James 1:3). "The lot is cast into the 
lap, but its every decision is from God" (Proverbs 16:33). 

If you have any kind of a track record with Jesus and 
believe those last two verses, you can exhale. Providence 
will prevail. And because Christianity is meant to be lived in 
a constant state of change and recalibration, your vantage 
point when Johnny enters kindergarten will not be the same 
vantage point as when he exits across the graduation stage. 
Just about the time you feel you get anything "right," they'll 
be gone. 

We have private schooled, public schooled, and home 
schooled. We have learned some fairly simple things along 
the way. The first is this: Home schooling is mandatory for 
Christians, whether you send your child to another school or 
not. No school (or church, for that matter) is a substitute 
for the hands-on role we are called to as parents. We are 
the ultimate educators, and hopefully we live in a conscious 
effort of that, despite the worldly Pink Floyd attitudes. Our 
children are not to be viewed as just another brick in the 
wall. Learning together is a family affair, from strict academ- 
ics to Bible lessons to dealing with life's joys and suffering. 
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The kids are always being educated by us. Taking little guys 
to the garage, boostering them on a chair while you cook, 
listening to you on the telephone, even watching grandma 
die, are all opportunities for conscious education, bringing 
every day life back to Jesus and the Bible somehow. 
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Our first decade was spent in Christian schools, one small; 
one large. When we were picking kindergartens, we didn't 
put Miss Carter under a heat lamp; if the school was safe 
with no glaring red flags and a Christian worldview, we 
were good to go. The finer points were honed along the 





way. However, there was one point that was really impor- 
tant. We didn't want the kids hemmed into a cloistered 
community, afraid and uneducated in knowing how to func- 
tion with “sinners” and the real world. For us, this meant 
intentionally picking a school that allowed non-Christians. 
Many Christian schools (and mothers, by the way) screen 
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for relationships with Jesus, which is fine and dandy, it just 
wasn't the philosophy for us. 
What's really important to you in selecting a school? 
Sit down with your spouse and make a list. Do they allow 
unbelievers? Do you care? Is the school connected to a 
particular church or denomination? What are the doctrinal 
differences? Can | articulate these with my children? What 
is the data? We never ruled out visiting Catholic schools. 
Ideally, the school's Christian worldview and objectives will 
complement your family's. Visit the school and speak to the 
principal. He or she is the person most responsible for the 
quality of teaching and the overall atmosphere. We spent 
years in hallways filled with grace and excellent long-term 
teachers. When the leadership and philosophies of that same 
school changed, however, the grace was replaced with a 
legalistic windshield and an emphasis on liability. Teachers 
left, and we had years of first-year teachers. There's noth- 
ing inherently wrong with first-year teachers, but if you get 
a string of them, depending on your child and his learning 
style, it can have a damaging effect. Talk to parents of at 
least two unrelated children in different grades enrolled at 
the school, and always ask what they think of the principal. 
You also need to be prepared for the gamut in parent- 
ing style and Christian expression. You'll encounter parents 
with a strict conscience who want to ban all Disney movies 
in the classroom, and parents with more of an anything 
goes attitude. Ask to see the school's handbook when you 
visit the principal to get a feel for their expectations. 
Although the high academic expectations are great on 
one end, if you have a child with learning issues as we did, 
he will stick out like a sore thumb in private schools. A child 
who doesn't like a challenge, or learns more slowly than 
other kids or is hard to motivate, might have a very hard time 
dealing with the academic stresses of private school. We 
had a son who floundered in private schools with a focus 
on his behavior. The same boy flourished in public school 
with a better understanding of his learning style. (I vividly 
remember the day | picked him up in a puddle of tears, 
citing his teacher's “mutilation” (humiliation) of him.) 
Listen to your kids, be their advocate, and read all 
you can get your hands on. Reading A Mind at a Time, 
by Mel Levine, and Age of Opportunity, by 
Paul David Tripp, was revolutionary for us. 
We suffered through many ugly and re- 
gretful (sinful) situations in our ignorance. 
As with public schools, your involvement 
is crucial. Don't assume anything. Get 
to know your child's classmates and 
their parents. Serve on a board or help 
choose curriculum. The whole family ben- 
efits greatly from your involvement in the 
life of any school. 
My last point: Don't be so shallow as to 
go to a school just because the pastor's, 
or elder's, or your best friend's kids do. 
Pray, certainly seek advice and counsel, 
weigh the options, but ultimately rely 
on your gut feeling and Jesus. Keep in 
mind that Little Johnny's best friend in 
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kindergarten will not be Big Johnny’s best friend in high 
school. You're in for change and flux. My sentimentality and 
friends were a blind spot for me as | look back. Moms tend 
to build their life around their kids, and much of my early 
security and identity centered on our first little Christian 
school. | initially panicked when my husband and Jesus 
strong armed a move. Remember, the children are not the 
only ones getting an education, and raising children will 
always be a crucible for much in a sinful mother’s life. 

We originally intended to have all four of the kids gradu- 
ate from a private school. The summer before her freshman 
year, our daughter asked if she could go to the public high 
school. This was scary for us on many fronts, and after so 
many years conditioned to a Christian school, we thought 
“public school” was just another cuss word. Ultimately we 
settled on a test flight as being good for her in learning to 
lean on Jesus. Did we believe Jesus Christ never leaves 
her nor forsakes her, or not? Gulp. We repented of our 
attitudes towards public school and sent in her transcripts. 
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Through the lens of a Providential God, our families experi- 
ence in public school, while not always smooth, has been 
positive. Encouraged by our first little guinea pig, one by one 
the next three made the leap into public high school. Aside 
from missing the more one-on-one attention, they all enjoyed 
more availability for their artistic outlets, and more relaxed 
people. At the same time, they all lamented not feeling ac- 
cepted as a Christian and battling the pressures of drug and 
alcohol abuse. Our attitude as far as the spiritual climate has 
been: how do you learn to be a good warrior? By doing your 
homework (remember, home schooling is mandatory for all 
Christian parents) and engaging in live combat. Public high 
school is not for the faint of heart, but it is a testing ground 
for what's in your child's heart. 





Academically, public school is not "easier." We found 
this to be a fallacy fed by the private schools. This could 
be because we live in Shoreline; the district is very proud 
of their blue ribbon status. We benefited from a plethora of 
electives like shop, sewing, and video production, as well 
as many challenging AP (advanced placement) courses. 
There are options like Running Start, which work with local 
community colleges, whereby you can get free college 
credits while earning your high school degree. We have 
one son who completely withdrew from the public high 
school and attends Edmonds Community College full time, 
earning both a high school diploma and a degree. Again, 
you have to be an advocate for your children and be willing 
to do different things, even if it might be more convenient to 
have them all in one school. 

Many public schools have Moms In Touch prayer 
groups, which I have found to be a tremendous resource. 
For all the bad press they get, public schools also have a lot 
going for them. They are convenient, close, and free (okay, 
subsidized by our taxes). Children with special needs have 
access to speech therapy and other specialized services. 
Our daughter learned to hone her apologetics by debating 
subjects like abortion with the best of them, and at least part 


of her education at the public high school was reconciling 
why some students who said they were Christian debated 
for abortion. Instead of assumptions in a homogeneous 
environment, she had to develop real critical thinking skills. 
This was priceless. 

While we found many good veteran teachers, the 
tenure system in public schools makes it difficult to get rid 
of poor teachers. We weathered a horrible semester with 
one son in an English class where the teacher emphatically 
taught that all the best poets came from San Francisco. 
Despite his sandpaper relationship with the teacher and the 
fact that he learned nothing about English, he came out 
with an A and quite an education nevertheless. (And for that 
matter, the quarters spent in Christian school laboring over 
sentence diagramming could be viewed as a complete bust 
as well.) 

Again, keep involved, meet the teachers, develop rap- 
port. Jesus is alive and well at the public school; He never 






leaves us nor forsakes us. 
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There was a saying in the Dutch comn unity | grew up 
near, “If you ain't Dutch, you ain't much.” I’ve encountered 
a similar mindset from some in the Christian home school 
community. Over the years | have watched certain home 
school families much like a scientist peering at a boiling 
beaker; how would it all turn out? 

It's worth repeating: Home schooling is mandatory 
for Christians whether you send your children to another 
school or not. A lot has changed in my early observations 
of home schooled children That can’t be normal for chil- 
dren to stare that quietly wearing prairie dresses and hand 
bells. l've watched home school friends successfully 
integrate their kids into public and private schools, and 
l've watched a few home school all through high school. 
A couple of golden families have emerged for me. These 
are the moms | pursue for coffee to pick their brains. I’m 
considering home school for our two cabooses, currently 
four and two years old. l'm fairly certain | can teach them 
to read (I taught the older ones), but | start to shake 
when I think past third grade math. 

Home school parents generally echo the sentiment 
that the most wonderful thing about home school is spend- 
ing so much time with the children, and that it strengthens 
the bond between parents and children and siblings. The 
curriculum can be tailored to your child's needs, which is 
especially intriguing to me at this stage. Conforming a cur- 
riculum to your child means he won't have to be frustrated 
by work that's way over his head, or bored by lessons far 
below his potential. There's more time for field trips, art, 
music, classic literature, good movies, and sports. One 
study | recently read showed homeschoolers’ standardized 
achievement test scores average 80-87 percent, com- 
pared with 50 percent in the average public school. And 
more intriguing and encouraging to me was that the results 
were the same whether the parents were certified teachers 
or never attended college. 


SEE ‘Schoolhouse Rock’ =) PAGE 17 





The ABC’s 
(and D) of education 


Things to consider as you decide... 


Agreement. 
Both you and your spouse (and Jesus) need to 


agree on the education decision. Vital. 


Bookeeping. 

Is there honestly money right now in the budget for 
a private school? If there's no rich relative willing to 
foot the bill for Johnny's private school education, 
you basically have whittled it down to a choice for 


home school or public. 


Centimentality. 

Or, sentiment. Do you tend to gravitate toward 
sameness, or do you prefer new environments 
and change? If you’re the latter, your choice for 
kindergarten shouldn't be excruciating, since you 
can always switch schools or methods down the 
line. However, a history of fickleness probably 
reveals more about your issues than the schools. 
On the other hand, building rapport with teachers 
and classmates is important, unless there is a hyper 
sentiment that says it must stay the same at all 
costs. Do you have a history of resisting change? 
These fears expose our insecurities as parents. 
The children won't be the only ones receiving an 


education. 


Discipline. 
Homeschooling demands a major time commitment. 
It also requires you to be the get-up-and-go type. 


Great intentions are not enough. 
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“GOD CAN DO 
ANYTHING vou 


KNOW —FAR MORE THAN 
YOU COULD EVER IMAGINE 
OR GUESS OR REQUEST 

IN YOUR WILDEST DREAMS! 


HE DOES IT NOT 
BY PUSHING 


U AROUND BUT BY 


WORKING WITHIN 


US, HIS SPIRIT DEEPLY AND 
GENTLY WITHIN US.” 


— Eph. 3:20 (The Message) 
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MARS HILL YOUTH |S NOVV IN SESSION 





You're tired. You've been driving for two days and at this point you m want 
to get there so you can find a place to lie down and sleep. It’s getting dark 
outside; the sun has just set. Suddenly you come over a hill and you see it: 
Lake Tahoe. It opens up before you, more and more lake becoming visible 
as you continue down the road. The sun has left beautiful oranges and reds 
in the sky that fade into dark behind you. You lean back in your seat and let 
out a breath you're pretty sure you've been holding since you came over the 
hill. Wow. 

That was just one of many awesome (for more on that word, check 
out Sam Robertson's Tahoe retrospective, page 16) experiences | have had 
participating in Proxy, Mars Hill's ministry for high school students. In my 
opinion, this whole last year of Mars Hill Youth (MHY) ministries can be 
summed up in this one verse: "God can do anything, you know—far more 
than you could ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He 
does it not by pushing us around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply 
and gently within us" (Ephesians 3:20, The Message). 

God has been moving greatly in MHY this year: five retreats and a 
bunch of events, including a Halloween bowling party, a weekend of serving 
the city of Seattle, a Christmas Party/Ugly Sweater Contest/Movie Night, 
1111 (an all-fun-all-day party), Proxy's first ever Senior Night for the gradu- 
ates. Crux (formerly Jr. Proxy) had its very first junior high-only event, the 
Lock-in, in the early spring. Not to mention the weekly teachings and small 
group time...it has been an awesome year. 

On the Tahoe trip last month, the theme was “God | Don't Want To...” 
about heroes in the Bible who were reluctant to do what God wanted them 
to do. Right after one of the lessons, a friend came up to me and asked if 
we could talk. My mind started running: she seemed pretty serious, what if | 
don't know what to say? What if | mess something up? | felt exactly like the 
heroes we had been talking about, especially Moses, when he said, "Oh, 
my Lord, | am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to 
your servant" (Exodus 4:10). But God used that first talk to set up another 
conversation with her the next night. After a hard teaching that had broken 
us down to the point where many of the girls were in tears, my friend and 
| were complaining about how we felt we never had a very defining "God 
experience"; in His mercy and goodness, He showed up and gave us one. 
It was exactly what Paul was talking about in Ephesians — far more than we 
could ever imagine — and to this day, | reel in amazement at how awesome 
He is, and how pathetic | truly am. 

Another way God has "deeply and gently" shaped the ministries of 
MH Youth is through the church-wide re-organization that began earlier this 
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' summer. ss year, MHY met three nights a week on three different campuses; 


_ there were many "double-dippers," myself included, who attended more than 


once # week. For me,'it was an opportunity to serve my peers more, but it 
also hindered my campus "identity" within Proxy. Without a specific campus 
to call home, | couldn't invest everything into that one group of students. 
Pa that Mars Hill Church as a whole has decided to take a more campus- 

riented approach - in order to better serve local neighborhoods - students 
will be encouraged to focus on their particular campus (MH Youth now meets 
Wednesday nights at all campuses, which makes double-dipping consider- 
ably more difficult). 

Proxy will still have quarterly events, like the Mount Baker and Lake 
Tahoe trips, that will bring everybody from all the campuses together from 
time to time. This will allow all the students to experience big trips that would 
be more difficult for smaller youth group to do - and it will be an opportunity 
to meet other students from around the area and see how God has been 
moving in their lives. 

Crux is the new name for the junior high ministry at Mars Hill. Last year, 
Crux was unofficially known as Jr. Proxy; though it's not entirely new, the 
ministry has been revamped. | had the opportunity to serve the junior high 
students last year, and the ministry has struggled to find its own identity. But 
now Crux is officially separate from Proxy (both still fall under the "Mars 
Hill Youth" banner, see "Glossary" sidebar). Mike Johnson, who is one of 
the coolest guys you will ever meet, has been heading up the junior high 
ministry over the last year. He said that the reason for the split from Proxy is 
that the junior high students "need to know that what they are doing is totally 
unique and worthwhile, not simply something that's tacked onto another 
event...Junior High isn't Junior Varsity, it’s an entirely unique stage of life 
with its ups and downs, benefits and drawbacks. It’s an important season of 
life, where decisions that seem small and inconsequential add up to patterns 
that form your identity. If someone successfully navigates through this season, 
they've gotten past the Crux, and they are prepared to launch into their 
high school years with confidence, wisdom, and hopefully a ton of great 
friendships." 

As | begin my college years, | am grateful that God has given me 
great friendships and a deeper relationship with Him through the ministry 
of MHY. | have made friends that have become more like family in the 
past year. This was especially evident when one of our sisters died last 
February. Her name was Danielle. My first year at Proxy, she was in my 
small group, and we became good friends. She died in a car accident 
late on a Tuesday night; at Proxy the next evening, instead of having 
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GLOSSARY ow to 


UNDERSTAND MARS HILL TEENAGERS 


Mars Hill Church has a whole new lingo to describe its 
ministry to junior high and high school students. Here’s 
your guide to what's what: 


Mars Jill Youth (MHY) — refers to the 


collective ministries that serve the up-and-coming generation: 
Proxy and Crux. Email youth@marshillchurch.org 


Proxy ives for Jesus as part of Mars Hill Church 
by knowing the culture of senior high school students, 
and loving them through biblical community, teaching, 
worship, and attractional programming in order to see 
their lives, and those who influence them, transformed to 
live for Jesus. 


KEY LEADERS: Billy Clem (Ballard), Reagan 
North (Shoreline), Alan Anderson (West Seattle) 
MEETS: 7PM ON WEDNESDAY IN 
SHORELINE, BALLARD, AND WEST 
SEATTLE 


WHY ‘PROXY’? 1) Jesus Christ died on the cross 


as our proxy, bearing the punishment for our sins. 2) For 
high school students (especially those lacking Christian 
support at home and elsewhere), this group provides a 
sort of proxy family, proxy education, proxy community 
— to bolster the other areas of their life through growth 

in Jesus Christ. 


voxpopnetwork.com/proxy 


Crux ives for Jesus as part of Mars Hill Church 

by knowing the culture of junior high school students, 
and loving them through biblical community, teaching, 
worship, and attractional programming in order to see 
their lives, and those who influence them, transformed to 


live for Jesus. 


KEY LEADERS: Mike Johnson (Ballard); Reagan 
North, Corey McGee, and Darbee Anderson (Shoreline); 
Christian Bringolf (West Seattle] 


MEETS: 7PM ON WEDNESDAY IN 
SHORELINE, BALLARD, AND WEST 
SEATTLE 


WHY ‘CRUX’? 1) Latin for “cross,” as in the cross 


of Christ. 2)The junior high years represents a crux in 
the road of life, when the weight of temptation and the 
question of faith vie for the upper hand. 


Coming soon: VOXpopnetwork.com/crux 
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normal programming, we spent the time celebrating 
Danielle's life. There was lots of worship, and Pastor 
Adam Sinnett spoke, but the most amazing thing was 
the way we grew closer together. There were lots of 
tears and hugs that seemed to last a calming eternity. 
Growing up in the church, | had always heard the 
phrase "the family of God" but that concept didn't 
become real to me until this year. The leaders and 
students at MHY became my family — in great joy and 
deep sorrow - and | have been blessed to see God 
moving in all of us. 

| praise God that He has blessed Mars Hill so much 
and that He has given the church the passion it has for 
youth. As MHY and Mars Hill continue to know God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, and to make 
Him known to the city of Seattle and beyond, | pray 
that He will continue to do far more than we could ever 
imagine or guess or request in our wildest dreams! W 


Caitlyn Stark is a graduated Proxy student, class of 'O7, 
and will be working with Crux in the coming year. 

























"AS | BEGIN MY COLLEGE 
YEARS, | AM GRATEFUL 


THAT GOD HAS 
GIVEN ME GREAT 


— FRIENDSHIPS wo 


- A DEEPER RELATIONSHIP 





| | WITH HIM THROUGH THE 
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Role at Mars Hill ~~~ 

Ministry lead for Mars Hill Youth at e nore Campus 
Born | 

September 9, 1982 in Houston, IX... 


_, First set foot in MH 

~ Tstarted attending in January 2006. My college roommate 
~ and I had used Pastor Mark’s sermons to lead Bible 

E— studies.at the University-of North Carolina-in-2003-04.- 

í After attending Fuller Seminary in LA for a year in 2005, 

. I transferred to the Fuller campus in Seattle with plans. 

* to get involved at Mars Hill, preferably working with 

! teenagers. | 
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Leadership at Ai 
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"For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery" (Galatians_ 
5:1). This verse broke me out of the legalistic prison in 
which | ved for years a after becoming a Christian asa 
wecnager. = Tri 


‘Ouotation -J asa "— 


"Creatures are not Dorn with desires unless A 
be. for those desires exists. If | find in myself a desire which 
— nio experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable 
| explanation is that | was made for another world." -C.S. 
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Last book read ee ee 
~~ Under the Unpredictable Plant, by Eugene Peterson. In 
this book, Peterson points out the ease with which we 
—-ean-fall-into-the ministerial mistakes of Jonah: t highly- - 
| recommend this book, especially to those who work in 
| ministry, paid or volunteer. 


"UT 


Last movie watched 
—The-Simpsons Movie. Quite possibly the greatest 
accomplishment in the history of film making 
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Music | 
| try to listen to whatever the kids listen to So ) that | can. 
Texas boy, listening to a soprano with dreads sing about 
he bartender is trying, yet quite hilarious... 
| Favorite Seattle-area eatery PRESE 
~ Ifyou want to try something close to Tex-Mex in Seattle, 

- the best I've found is a little place called La Palma on the 
south end_of.the Ballard-bridge. . ..— — —— ——-— 


*deaecon (de’ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to 


church pastors/elders. 
1 Timothy 3:8 
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ndi Joanna A the Fácemelters jÝ 
(lead guitar) 


«Seascape" - Bill Evans 

Okay, we'll start off slow and work our way up. Bill Evans, 
legendary jazz piano player, a huge inspiration of mine. Mellow, 
artistic, sometimes classically influenced jazz, which is really 
the only type of jazz | listen to. 


“Farewell” - Boris 

Japanese psychedelic drone is the bulls. Well, they're usually 
psychedelic drone but their genre is dependant on the 
particular album or song. This song kind of has "shoe gaze" 
feel to it, where as every other track on this album is grittier and 


has more of a metal/punk thing going on. 


“Anesthetize” - Porcupine Tree 
PT is awesome progressive rock from England. Great 
musicians, pretty much like ecstasy in musical form. 


“Etemal wait" - Ensiferum 

Wipe the mead off your beard and grab your sword and 
shield, for the howling wind is raging in the North! Ensiferum is 
a blessing. Not one bad song on their debut, this one is a little 
bit slower but very, very epic. 


“Gaia” - Devin Townsend 

Devin Townsend is the mad scientist of music. This song has 
a very earthy feel. When | listen to this or any song from this 
album (Synchestra), | just want to jump up, start recycling, and 
protest coal or something. 


«The Drapery Falls” - Opeth 
There is no word to describe this song's perfection, other then 
maybe, brutal. 


E Life Less Lived” - Daylight Dies 

| wouldn't be too far off in saying that Daylight Dies is the 
greatest band to ever grace this earth in this age or in any 
other. They're American, but most of their musical peers and 
European. 


“Kinetic” - Arcturus 

If you ever want to hear music at its finest — music that will 
make you reexamine your life, music that make you see the 
world for the first time — listen to the Norwegian avant-guard 
metal band Arcturus. It is a delight. 


“Ocean Land” - Orphaned land 
| have middle-eastern music on my playlist, making me cool 
and unbiased. Arabic Metal from Israel that just slays. 


1000 Eyes" - Death 
Intelligent, aggressive, heavy, precise, melodic, and everything 
Death Metal should be. 
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Allow me to recap the first two installments of "Vices 
Redeemed": smoking is not inherently a sin; drinking is not 
inherently a sin; our motives make the difference. As Jesus 
plainly taught, it isn't what we put into our bodies that makes 
us sinfully filthy, it’s the garbage that comes out of us (Matt 
15:10-20). We can choose to drink, smoke, and dance (or 
not) in either a righteous way or a sinful way. It all depends 
on where our heart is at; Scripture does not explicitly deem 
these activities as sinful. 

When it comes to videogames, | wish | could say that 
| have some startling, new revelation, but the wisdom of 
moderation and self-control asserted in July and August's 
"Vice" articles are the exact same principles we ultimately 
must apply to videogames. But let's look deeper anyway, 
and consider the unique facets of this powerful cultural 
phenomenon. 

Videogames are different than the other hobbies on our 
list. Unlike alcohol and tobacco, videogames have an artistic, 
cinematic, almost literary element; they fit better in the arts 
segment of culture, along with movies and novels, than in 
the chemical-consumption realm of drink and smoke (for a 
closer look at the art of videogames, see Vox Pop's "Games 
& Theology," February 2006). In some ways, this distinction 
makes gaming a more volatile topic than our two previous 
subjects. While the opportunity to sin with a bottle of scotch 
lies entirely on the consumer, sin can play an active role 
during every stage of a videogame's life—all the way from its 
initial conceptualization to its final play. 

This is one reason why videogames have been 
demonized, especially within Christianity. Much like novels, 
movies, and music, in their short-lived 30-year lifespan 
videogames have been blamed for causing laziness, 
prolonged adolescence, anti-social behavior, teen violence, 
and even murder. In fact, | can still remember the media 
blaming violent videogames for the Columbine massacre. 
Truly, some games sold today in this $31.6 billion global 
industry really are spiritually dangerous to put in the hands 
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REDEEMED 


Introduction: Vices, Redeemed 


"Everything is permissible for me’ — but not everything is beneficial. ‘Everything is 
permissible for me’ - but I will not be mastered by anything.” -1 Corinthians 6:12 


What does redemption really mean? Could some things traditionally viewed by the 


to glorify God? If Jesus walked the earth today, would you invite him to a poker night? 
Would he be willing to discuss theology over a pipe? Would he be able to concoct a 


church as inherently sinful have some benefit? Could they actually be tools with which y ZZ 


killer homebrew? 


Okay, many of us can agree that despite the assertions of many denominations, things like dancing, tattoos, and alcohol 
are not inherently sinful at all; it’s the motivation and the fruit that can be sinful. But over the course of six months, this Vox 
Pop series will take some time to discuss how traditional “vices” can in fact be redeemed for use as tools for edification and 
fellowship, for the sanctified enjoyment of life, and even for evangelism. “Vices, Redeemed” is an exploration of our freedom in 


Christ and a celebration of the gift of life He has given us. 


Here are the ground rules, lest we fall into temptation or misinterpret the purpose of this series: 
1. | Motivations cannot be based in rebellion or self-medication. 


2. Itis sinful to break the law. 


3. Moderation is key — excess can lead to addiction and/or idolatry. 


So keep reading as we try and unpack what it means to do whatever we do to the glory of God 


(1 Corinthians 10:31, Colossians 3:23): 
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of kids—and adults, for that matter-and laziness, immaturity, 
and the rest of the consequences are often characteristic of 
overzealous gamers. But blaming a game for human vice is 
no more sensible than charging a stone statue with inciting 
human worship. 

l'Il use myself as an example. | grew up on videogames. 
Alongside TV, games were one of my primary babysitters. 
When I was 19, a friend introduced me to Grand Theft Auto 
3, which, if you don't know, is a game revolving around 
organized crime, murder, theft, and prostitution—great fun for 
the whole family. Over the course of two nights, | played for 
hours using "cheats" that made my character invulnerable, 
gave him a full array of explosive weapons, and even 
dropped a military tank from the sky for our cop-killing 





enjoyment. Wave upon wave of computer-animated police 
cars sped toward my rooftop fortress as | proceeded to blow 
up what must have been half the nation's law enforcement. 
With my cheat-afforded might, nothing could stop me; | was 
a computer-generated god. 

Whatever sinner made that game must have found such 
bloody, criminal mayhem entertaining. And l, the sinful player, 
found myself feeling exactly the same way, laughing as | 
watched exploding squad cars flipping through the air. 

Would | ever assault a real police officer? Of course 
not-partialy because | don't really have the indomitable 
power to do so. But looking back on those two thoughtless 
nights, the part that still scares me is the knowledge that 

the power-hungry Josh that the game uncovered was 
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GAMERS FOR GOD'S GLORY 


Technology deacon Sam Barrett is looking for other people 
interested in a potential gaming ministry at Mars Hill. To find 





not a new me, only a new discovery. That, | believe, is the 
great danger of gaming: not the sin that it instills in us, but 
the existent sin that it exposes. Because we're all sin-filled 
long before our hands grab the controller, videogames can 
dredge up and enhance the sin submerged in our hearts. 

| spoke with some Mars Hill gamers recently to 
determine how "redeemable" videogaming really is, and they 
offered some interesting thoughts about the kinds of sins 
that gaming can draw up to the surface. 

Sam Barrett, a deacon at Mars Hill who works in the 
Technology department, has played videogames for years. 
Every once in awhile he still finds a few spare minutes for a 
quick round of Pacman while his two boys get cleaned up for 
bed at night. Something that he's noticed in himself and in 
other hardcore gamers over the years is what he's deemed a 
"devotion to mastery," something that he can retrospectively 
see in himself as a twenty-something baby Christian. 

Hooked on honing his killing skills in the online 
multiplayer arena of the late 90's first-person shooter Quake 
2, Sam regularly played the game for upwards of twelve 
straight hours without rising from his seat. To the average 
casual- or non-gamer, twelve hours of gaming sounds like 
cause for concern, but it didn't strike Sam that something 
was wrong with his life until he came home from work one 
night and literally passed eighteen hours in front of his 
computer monitor without leaving his seat. No water, no 
food, no sleep, and no-ahem-trips to the facilities. Only 
Quake. In this case though, his self-discovery that day-under 
the guiding conviction of the Holy Spirit, no doubt-changed 
Sam: “I’ve repented of elevating [gaming] above other things 
in my life," he says, "you know, eating, drinking, sleeping: that 
kind of stuff." 

Whether it’s dominating the Quake 2 scoreboards 
with lightning-quick thumb reflexes or building the perfect 
VVorld of Warcraft character, too many gamers, like the old 
Sam, "see something they are, see something they want 
to become, and slave themselves toward that...so prideful 
about trying to master a game against people they've never 
met, in places they don't care about,” with the often unspoken 
goal of making their own names great. 

Felow Mars Hill member, Mark Kaetzel, observes 
another gaming-related sin: covetousness. Kaetzel, a local 


out more, email Sam@marshillchurch.org. 
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videogame Forecast Analyst, reminds us of the motives of 
the gaming industry: "it's not about spreading a message" 
(either edifying or destructive). "Videogame companies 
just want your money; that's what it's about for them." To 
make a buck, they play off our fleshly desire to possess. In 
conversation, Mark freely admits, "like any hobby, you can 
spend a lot of money on [videogames], and | think that’s the 
place that l've kind of stumbled in the past...buying more 
games than | can play realistically.” 

Most of the game-related sins that l'd previously 
considered are those brought to light in the actual play, but 
Mark's confession is duly added to the list. In the real world 
as much as the synthetic, we have a great propensity to lust 
after possessions and the power of ownership, which sadly 
is exactly what the gaming companies are counting on to 
make their revenue. 

Something else that | heard multiple times in my 
conversations with Mars Hill gamers was that many 
enthusiasts are unconsciously seeking a sense of safety 
in their hobby, particularly when online. Longtime gamer 
and Team Strike Force guitarist Andy Myers proposes, in 
reference to the recent advent of Xbox Live (which allows 
Xbox gamers to play games with other people using internet 
technology), "If [network gaming] is a vice for someone, it 
probably has a lot to do with the fact that they don't want to 
have human interaction, so they have online interaction." 

oam Barrett agrees. "| think that's what it is. We're 
putting ourselves in an environment where we're safer, 
where we're stronger, we're better looking, we're smarter, 
more capable; we have ultimate domain over everything 
that’s going on with our character. If we die, we resurrect. 
Everything is Nerf toy.” 

In the videogame realm, we call the shots. Even while 
playing with other people across a network, we have the 
ability to present ourselves as anything we want and shut off 
the connection on a whim. Because the real world affords us 
little authority over who we are and what people think of us, 
some gamers have the propensity to get lost in the sense of 
relational command that a computer-built world can provide. 

Power-lust, proud mastery, covetousness, _ self- 
protection...these are just a few things that burst forth from 
the crud lining the bottom our human hearts when we're lost 
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in a simulated environment, but the list of filths we can find 
goes on and on. In fact, that list is ultimately as long as the 
list of human sin itself. 

The question that l'm supposed to have answered by 
the end of this article is: are videogames redeemable? 

The answer: No. God doesn't care about videogames, 
it's the people playing them that matter. 

Like smoking or drinking, gaming itself is really neither 
inherently vice nor virtue; it's what the designers and players 
bring to the games that counts. If our defiled hearts' desire 
is to feel a sense of strength by annihilating police officers or 
gain status by amassing enough gaming gear to fill an entire 
room in our house, then we will do that, and our gaming 
experience will be coated in a thick, sticky layer of vice. If we 
purchase and play our games with the same Christlike grace, 
Justice, kindness, discernment, self-control, and humility that 
we seek to embody in the rest of our lives—while still playing 
to win, of course-then our videogaming will be a life-giving 
experience for us and everyone around us. 

For some it may be good and necessary to strictly 
limit the amount of gaming in their life—or even entirely cut 
it out-to avoid walking headlong into sin. But even in such 
circumstances, it is invaluable to my spiritual growth as a 
follower of Christ to not simply address problematic behavior, 
but examine my heart to determine why it's hard for me to put 
down the controller. 

God is interested in redeeming people, not the games 
they play. And in the instance of Sam Barrett's eighteen-hour 
Quake spree, sometimes redemption comes when the Holy 
Spirit uses our hobby to expose our sin and scoop it off the 
top like a refiner purifying precious metals (Malachi 3:3). Of 
course, as Christ cleans people up, the games we produce 
will inevitably reflect more and more righteousness, but we 
have to remember that Jesus died for you and me, not for 
Mario and Luigi. We are what He wants sanctified, and we 
want to be active participants in that process, even while 
playing World of Warcraft. xW 


Josh Wall is a member at Mars Hill Church and a regular 
contributor for Vox Pop. He attends the Ballard Campus 
and can be found eating Play Dough with 4-year-olds in the 
Children's Ministry. 
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Road Trips are 
a Sport 


For those of you who haven't 
heard, Proxy was gone for a | 
week in August on a road trip | 
to Lake Tahoe. It was awe- 
some. | apologize in advance 
if | use that word more than once, because 

we were all told at the beginning of our adventure that 
whatever occurred (barring personal harm, of course) would 
be "awesome." We didn't need to be told twice. Whether 
consciously or not, kids and leaders alike used the word with 
great enthusiasm to define everything they did. 

To tell you everything that we did, though, | would need 
this whole magazine. My mind is still spinning, trying to real- 
ize how much | went through in just one week. | will do my 
best, however, to share a synopsis of what we did and what 
God did in our lives while on this trip. 

The first experience of this trip was traveling. | am now 
a firm believer that the journey is just as fun as the destina- 
tion. The bus and vans held the funniest conversations and 
greatest times | have ever had on wheels, and | would like to 
thank all of the drivers for being so awesome. Along the road 
to Lake Tahoe, we made many fun stops at various rest stops 
and burger joints, but a few significant sidetracks offered the 
most memorable experiences. 

We hung out at a church in Oregon, which ended up 
being a very nice place for some great recreational activities, 
including football (in which Proxy leader Dustin Nickerson, 
who graciously gave me the opportunity to steal his column 
this month, was the hands-down MVP), basketball, Killer 
Mafia, and The Addams Family. 

Further south, we stopped to watch the Reno Silver Sox 
play a little minor league ball. Our own students even got to 
participate: Cooper Robertson (my brother) sang the national 
anthem and Dylan O'Neil throwing out the first pitch. 

And Six Flags (a surprise stop we made on the way 
home from Tahoe) was incredibly awesome. A whole day 
with huge roller coasters calling your name. | needn't go on. 

Well, we did end up at our destination, and Tahoe kept 
the good times coming. There were opportunities for fun 
wherever we went...shopping, a beautiful gondola lift, a pool, 
and a hike to a questionably dirty lake (not Tahoe, mind you). 
Around the cabin we enjoyed a best-of-Will Farrell DVD, a 
morning run with ducks, amazing food (thank you again to 
the moms who cooked delicious camp food...yes "delicious" 
and "camp food" may now be used in the same sentence), 
Apples to Apples, and the Body Part Game (in which two 
teammates have to touch the called out body parts as fast 
as possible. The reigning champ and back-to-back-pun in- 
tended—winner is Hillary Quinn, this time with Haley Millet). 

There were also sports. | love sports, and since | am 
using a sports column for my story, | will mention the sports 
of Tahoe. We had some awesome games of beach volleyball, 
wiffleball, basketball, and hillbilly golf. One of the sports that 


SEE ‘Tahoe’ = PAGE 18 
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For the better part of two decades, The Simpsons has been 
amazing in the way it-unlike the majority of television—satiri- 
cally and frequently dallies with issues of religion, faith, and, 
in particular, Christianity in America; while other television 
shows and film have embraced these themes in the last few 
years, it was this primetime cartoon that helped pave the 
Way. 

With the brightly hued Homer now gracing the silver 
screen, | went back and reviewed Mark Pinsky's book The 
Gospel According to the Simpsons: The Spiritual Life of the 
World’s Most Animated Family. While the book may lack a 
proper summation, it helps illuminate the dynamics of what 
has become a comedic stanchion for our generation. 

When The Simpsons first began (in 1989), the 
Christian community saw the show's cynical delivery and 
the seeming celebration of the disrespectful son, and 
subsequently shunned the program without giving it fair 
examination. The show often pokes fun at Christian sub- 
culture, inadequate ministers, and churchgoers who don't 
really understand God, their Bible, or even how to pray. 
We need to be honest and admit that these caricatures 
reveal an embarrassing truth about many of our professing 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

In any case, the characters in 7he Simpsons are either 
surrounded by or immersed in faith, and the Christian faith 
pervades their community. Pinsky points out that this is 
something rarely seen on television. He cites a study that 
states, "90 percent of Americans pray, and 75 percent pray 
on a daily basis." As Pinksy observes, however, this "reality 
is rarely evident in other series or prime-time television. In 
a study of prime time TV, 'fewer than 6 percent of 1,462 
characters had a recognizable religious affiliation. Through 
this fiction...religion is 'delegitimized' by television..." 

Art is supposed to reflect life, yet (until more recently) 
few programs did this accurately in regards to religion. 
However, nearly every character in the Simpsons' small, fic- 
tional town of Springfield can be found in church on Sunday. 
A few are practicing Hindus or non-practicing Jews, but 
almost all are religious (even Mr. Burns, the rich old miser 
in charge of the nuclear plant where Homer Simpson works, 
worships money... and himself). In defense of the frequent 
jokes about Christians, making fun of their contradictory 
beliefs and oft-times ludicrous attitudes toward prayer and 
God, Pinsky points out that NO one is spared in this sarcastic 
comedy about small-town life. Religion is mocked, science is 
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mocked, psychology is 
mocked; even the FOX 
network that carries 
the show is a target for 

frequent abuse. The 

left is bashed as frequently as the right (in one 
episode, Bill Clinton tries to seduce Homer's wife 

Marge at a party). 

By contrast, God Himself is rarely-if ever-mocked. He 
has made quite a few "appearances" on the show (causing a 
disaster, stopping a disaster, helping Homer's devout neigh- 
bor Ned), and is frequently dealt with in a reverent manner. 
Punishments have even been meted out on the program for 
defiance and blasphemy, as in one episode where Homer 
stays home on Sunday and is almost burned to death in a 
house fire (saved, of course, by the devout and tirelessly 
Christian, Flanders). Pinsky points out that concepts of God, 
the devil, hell, the soul, and even a need for salvation (albeit 
works-based) are often put forward as the way the world 
works. "Why, in what is said to be an era of cynicism and 
skepticism, do millions of this edgy show's viewers ac- 
cept this representation of faithful church attendance in a 
cartoon?" In the movie, Homer looks through the Bible as 
though it were a flip book and shrieks that "this book doesn't 
have any answers!" A good question is whether this is mock- 
ing Scripture, or Homer's ignorant handling of it. 

The character of Ned Flanders persists in Christian 
brotherly love toward Homer, even though he is met with 
nothing but scorn and opposition. He has a submissive 
wife and two well-behaved children, is active in his church, 
tithes regularly, helps out many charities, and is a volunteer 
firefighter. Pinsky maintains that "Ned volunteers at a foster 
home, hospitals, soup kitchens, and a homeless shelter. He 
is a scoutmaster and Pee Wee football coach, recycles, is 
active in the PTA and the neighborhood association, and 
volunteers for the marital stress hotline...this is a family Jesus 
would have no trouble recognizing as his own." 

Ned Flanders provides for his family, has beer on tap 
in his basement, and practices true Christian hospitality. He 
lives out his faith. consistently, and does not abandon his 
belief in God, even when his wife dies in a freak T-shirt ac- 
cident (no, | will not explain that). When the Flanders family 
uses all their money to bail the Simpson family out in one 
episode, Ned tells his children that this year they will have 
"an imagination Christmas." The boys respond with cheers; 
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=) ‘Schoolhouse Rock’ (from pg. 9) 


Homeschool is mandatory 

for Christians — whether you 
send your kids to another 
school or not. 





There are two major home school conventions | recom- 
mend visiting. One is the Washington Home School 
Organization Convention, June 13-14, 2008 (www.wash- 
homeschool.org), and the other is the Christian Heritage 
State Homeschool Conference held at Overlake Christian 
Church, April 17-19, 2008 (www.christianheritageonline. 
org). Mary Pride's Big Book of Home Learning (Crossway) 
is enlightening as well. 

You'll also need to consider your relationship with 
your child. Some parents and children simply don't do well 
in a teacher/student relationship. Personality clashes and 
motivating a child to stay focused are just a few issues 
mentioned by home school friends. While | have to believe 
these factors can be overcome, taking a sober-minded ap- 
proach to how well you and your child work together before 
you take on the pressures of homeschooling, is certainly 
worth consideration. 


* * * 


Years ago, my mom told me that just about the time | got 
parenting right, they'd be gone. Our newly graduated 
daughter is shopping for film schools and packing for a trip 
to South Africa with the Agathos Foundation. Although | 
see gaps in her education, by schools and her parents, | 
exhale more and more as | see Jesus pick up the slack. 
Jesus will always pick up the slack. Whew! Thank God for 
a Redeemer! He can redeem Christian schools (yes, they 
need it too), public schools, and home schools. 

Recently | read that you're supposed to start educa- 
tion with a plan in mind. Maybe with our cabooses we 
should set their sights on Yale or Wheaton. Until ev- 
erything is illuminated for you and |, lII leave you with 
something old, something new, something borrowed, 
something true: The Ancient of Days has a plan and knew 
our children from the foundations of the world. Se/ah. 
There is no perfect education, because both Christian 
and secular education is under a Curse. Selah. Never 
let their schooling interfere with their education. Selah. 
Jesus never leaves us nor forsakes us. w 


Shelly and her Krust Demon husband, Mark (inside joke), 
and family attend the Shoreline Campus. As well as expe- 
riencing every educational choice with six children, they 
have collectively been through every grade seven times, 
and hypothesized on 29 science fair projects. Ugh. 





=> ‘Epilogue’ (from pg. 19) 


Introducing “Epilogue”: 
Good Stories Head Well 





attention, and effort, much like loving well, or suffering well, 
thus | don't dilute the experience by listening to books or 
clicking through their pages with my mouse. Selecting the 
right bookmark, studying footnotes, writing in the margins, 
deciding when to go to sleep - it's all part of a personal 
reading ritual that is as much a part of any book as the words 
themselves. 

One of the most gratifying lessons l've learned as a 
Christian reader is that | need not be frightened by the ideas 
| encounter in "non-Christian" books. Such paranoia belies 
the sound mind | have been given in Christ and denies that 
God is the source of all truth, wherever | discover it. Paul 
of Tarsus himself taught me this lesson in “The Incident at 
Mars Hill" when he quoted from popular literature to illustrate 
his sermon to unbelievers (Acts 17:16-32). Vigilance is 
required, however, and no less when reading a "Christian" 
Work (Left Behind, anyone’). After all, it is not the religious 
labels, or lack thereof, that sharpen my discernment, but 
intimate familiarity with the unadulterated truth of the Word 
of God. 

| was once unjustly rebuked for keeping too many books in 
my living room. VVhatever. It's a good thing my accuser has never 
seen the rest of the house, because to the unliterary observer, my 
piles and stacks of books must certainly evoke an eyesore akin to 
a yard full of derelict automobiles. But there is only one of these 
that | couldn't live without, whether stranded on a desert island or 
not. It's known as The Good Book, and it is this Book in which 
The Greatest Story Ever Told figures most prominently, and in 
which The Living Word shines brightest from every page. And it is 
this Book which informs my reading of all other books ever written 
— past or present, fact or fiction. KW 


The appeal of a good story and its ability to move us is based not 
in its facts, but in its truth. Written by Mars Hill members, Vox Pop's 
Epilogue is a monthly celebration of good stories read well. 
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MH Youth presents... 


Proxy 
Fall Retreat: 
Part Deux 


High School students, come 
rough it with an indoor/outdoor 
pool, football on the beach, 

and a hairdryer in every room. 


October 5-7 | Ocean Shores 
voxpopnetwork.com/proxy 
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= ‘Tahoe’ (from pg. 16) 


Oe SF 


got the most attention, however, was mini-golf. Everyone had 
a lot of fun, even if they didn’t match the amount of holes- 
in-one by Reagan North. Lake Tahoe also provided time 
for recreation with inner tubing and a boat ride, courtesy of 
Pastor Adam Sinnett. 

On our last night in Tahoe, we all went on an amazing 
cruise around the lake, listening to an awesome testimony 
from Sammy Dahl. Back at the cabin, Pastor Adam taught 
a final lesson in the series taught daily by Dustin Nickerson, 
Reagan North , and Billy Clem, “God I don't want to ..." 

| had been feeling God's presence in the camp the 


= Simpsons (from pg. 16) 


one jumps up and down and exclaims, “I got a pogo stick!” 
The other swivels his hips and shouts, "I got a hula hoop!” 
It is a laughable but beautiful moment-hilarious yet touch- 
ing—that such a family could be so content in regard to their 
material possessions versus helping others. 

The family Simpson-despite all of their problems—dem- 
onstrates the triumph of a traditional "nuclear" family. Homer 
has a wife and three kids, and constantly wrestles with how 
to be a good father and provide for his family. Marge is a stay- 
at-home wife who struggles with raising her children, keeping 
a model home, and- perhaps her greatest struggle—allowing 
Homer to lead, even when he is bullheaded and wrong. The 
kids are classic siblings—one shy and fairly well behaved, the 
other outgoing and rebellious—and both parents try to deal 
with the surprises of child rearing as best they can. 

And of course there's Homer, who reveals all of the 
classic male foibles: insecurity, a desire to flee from the re- 
sponsibility mandated him by God, and abusing or avoiding 
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whole week, seeing Him in the words and actions of oth- 
ers, and it all came to a powerful high point when all of 
the students burned papers containing things we need to 
get rid of that make us reluctant in our relationships with 
Jesus. All of the lessons He taught us during the week, 
along with incredible times of devotion and fellowship 
with the beautiful backdrop of Lake Tahoe, brought God 
so much closer in the lives of Proxy's members in a truly 
exciting and powerful way. 1% 


Guest columnist Sam Robertson graduated from Edmonds- 
Woodway High School last spring. Although he has gradu- 
ated out of Proxy, he plans to help with the junior high kids 
this fall while attending SPU. 


his role of headship. The formula of the show makes men 
laugh and cry in relation to our own struggles, but ultimately 
pushes Homer (and us) to embrace our role. When push 
comes to shove, Homer almost always steps up to the 
plate for his children and wife, even to the point of personal 
sacrifice, injury, humiliation, or some combination therein. His 
plots and schemes that are morally wrong always come back 
to haunt him, smack him in the back of the head, and make 
him holler “D'oh!” 

While the show (as well as Pinsky's book) doesn't 
point to the truth of Christ, it possesses rich material 
for conversation—more than most television shows, and 
certainly more than most modern sitcoms. It is also a good 
measuring stick for our own Christian community and 
subculture; God has been known to use folks who don’t 
believe in Him to point out His children’s own faults and 
hypocrisies. "D'oh" indeed. \% 


James Harleman is campus pastor of Mars Hill's forthcom- 
ing Wedgwood Campus. His column, Holy Hollywood, 
appears monthly in Vox Pop. Read more at voxpopnetwork. 
com/cinemagogue. 


Prayer. Fellowship. Laughter. 
Discussion. Tears. Growth. 
Life Together. 


Mars Hill Community Groups are created 
to be a comfortable place for connection, 
and an uncomfortable place for 
complacency. Life is messy, and we're in 
it together - working our way through sin, 
suffering, and sanctification - on our way 
towards Jesus. 


More than a hundred Community 
Groups meet throughout the Seattle 
area. For a complete list, go to the Life 
On Mars website, email community (Q 
marshillchurch.org, or stop by the 
Community Groups kiosk at your 

Mars Hill Campus. 


voxpopnetwork.com/lifeonmars 








INTRODUCING A NEW VOX POP FEATURE: 


collector. I find them virtually everywhere T 
them up and pocketing them for future reference. 
look them up in one of many reliable guidebooks, 
such as my compact edition of the Oxtord English 
Dictionary, using a magnifying glass to ferret out | 
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ook them up in one of many reliable guidebooks, 


A WORD, A STORY, A BOOK 


I like words. I like them well enough to be an avid 
collector. I find them virtually everywhere, picking 
them up and pocketing them for future reference. 
I look them up in one of many reliable guidebooks, 
such as my compact edition of the Oxford English 
Dictionary, using a magnifying glass to ferret out 
every fascinating detail. 

Each discovery has its own distinctive proper- 
ties: a sound, an ordered array of letters by which 
it can be recognized, a history, and an assortment 
of common and obscure uses. The modern English 
varieties are my favorite. They tend to be a hap- 
hazard, yet intriguing hybrid of German, French, 
and Latin, and exhibit the marks of almost every 
language native to Western Europe. But I don’t dis- 
play my collection as an entomologist might display 
his beetles and flies, confining each dead, though 
well-preserved specimen in its own neatly labeled 
jar on a shelf. I prefer to keep my specimens alive, 
because I like them even better when I find they 
have transformed themselves from isolated units 
into sentences, and from sentences into paragraphs, 
and from paragraphs, finally, into entire narratives, 
each with an enduring character as unique as the 
thoughts by which it was inspired. 

Indeed, I was saved by a word. Saved from sin, 
and death, and myself. But this word that confers 
salvation is not just any word, it is the one and only 
Living Word, He who masterminded the develop- 
ment of language, and He who is the Redeemer and 
Sanctifier of every word I treasure. 


PRINCIPLES FOR THE BIBLIOPHILE 


The difference between fact and fiction is not the main 
issue with God; the difference between truth and lies 


is (cf. The Prodigal Son). 


God is the source of all truth, in whatever context we 
find it (cf. “The Incident at Mars Hill,” Acts 17:16-32). 


The truth is the truth, even if found in a secular work. 


A lie is a lie, even if found in a “Christian” work. 
? 


We sharpen our discernment by becoming inti- 
mately familiar with the unadulterated truth: the 
Word of God. 


I like stories. In a good story, words make me won- 
der who I am. Fiction appeals to the aesthetic aspect 
of my faith as well as the intellectual — to my heart 
as well as my mind, to my imagination as well as 
my reason. Above all, a good story is truth full. And 
therein lies the rub for some. There are those who 
scoff at the notion that a story can illuminate a 
believer’s life every bit as much as a classic work of 
theology (valuable as it may be). There are aesthetic 
naysayers who won't acknowledge that a story can 
speak to topics within the pale of truth. To these I 
offer — The Bible. 

God is not a literary flop. He has given us far 
more than a didactic encyclopedia of dry facts 
and unadorned precepts. He teaches us the truth 
through dramatic narratives, poetry, autobiographi- 
cal correspondence, and yes, even through fictional 
stories. Jesus is the Master Storyteller, and He is 
less concerned with the difference between fact and 
fiction than with the difference between truth and 
lies. To wit, His parables may be invented fictions, 
but they are always truth full. Indeed, His stories 
are so truth full that many of their elements have 
become bywords of secular wisdom - the prodigal 
son, for example. This story is no journalistic expose, 
Jesus was not reporting on the foibles of a native 
son known to his hearers, or exploiting the human 
interest angle of his real-life indignant brother or 
magnanimous father. The appeal of the story and its 
ability to move us is based not in its facts, but in its 
truth. The truth in stories sneaks in the backdoor of 


Imagination and creativity are marks of the image in 
which we are created - and God called His creation 
good. Thus, we can trust the Holy Spirit to help us 
discern the difference between echoes (good) and 
mockeries (evil) in the stories we read. 


The world may be a dangerous place, but protecting 
ourselves against ideas belies the sound minds we 
have been granted in Christ (2 Timothy 1:7). 


“Idolatry is committed, not merely by setting up false 
gods, but also by setting up false devils; by making 
men afraid of war or alcohol, or economic law [or 
reading], when they should be afraid of spiritual 
corruption and cowardice." 

—G. K. Chesterton (bracketed words added) 


our hearts and minds while, though perhaps trans- 
ported to a time and place other than our own, we 
nod our heads in recognition of the familiar people 
we meet. 

I count many brilliant storytellers among my clos- 
est friends, most of them dead. They still speak to 
me from beyond the grave — Cervantes, Bunyan, and 
Swift... Austen, Dickens, and Bronte... Hawthorne, 
Melville, and Stowe... Flaubert, Dostoyevsky, and 
Tolstoy... Hardy, James, and Twain... Crane, Conrad, 
and Wharton... the list is endless, which is a source 
of pleasure in itself. But the best and brightest is still 
alive, and He is the Author of *The Greatest Story 
Ever Told," a Story that continues to transform all 
other great stories into rich blessings of wisdom and 
delight. 


I like books. Stories clothed in ink and wrapped 
in paper or cloth. Nothing compares with the faint 
perfume of decaying wood that flavors a novel 
purchased through the Advanced Book Exchange, 
or the dog-eared, creased cover of a well-thumbed 
mass-market paperback, or the smooth, unmarked 
perfect pages of an unread story from Amazon or 
Barnes and Noble. Reading well requires time, 


SEE ‘Epilogue’ = page 17 


COMING UP IN EPILOGUE 


Each month, the writers of Epilogue will examine 
a different work of literature through the lens of 
Truth. In case you’d like to read ahead, here is a 
list of upcoming titles: 


OCTOBER: Frankenstein, by Mary Shelley 

No truly educated Seattleite would ignore the moral 
refinements of gothic fiction. Written by a teenager in 
the 19th century, the monster in this literary mas- 
terpiece penetrates your soul with familial intrigue as 
his heart is persuaded to loathe himself and hate his 
creator. 


NOVEMBER: The Pilgrim’s Progress, by John Bunyan 
Amidst the traditional season of thanksgiving, no 
novel more perfectly captures the dangerous journey 
on which all true pilgrims embark than the classic 
non-conformist tale of Christian and his friends, 
Faithful and Hopeful. 


DECEMBER: a Christmas Carol, by Charles Dickens 
“Charming,” “enchanting,” “captivating” are meaning- 
less words until you've read Dickens. A Victorian 
novel with gothic intent, this is the perfect 150-page 
morsel to devour before the Holidays. Delightfully rich 
in symbolism and Redemption, Dickens said of it: “I 
have endeavored in this ghostly little book, to raise 
the ghost of an idea, which shall not put my readers 
out of humor with themselves, with each other, with 
the season, or with me." 
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resurgence conference 

featuring author: harold best | also speaking: 
mars hill pastors mark driscoll & tim smith 
9.17-18 at the ballard campus 

register at theresurgence.com 
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